
Most of us know that as a church 
we have joined a multitude of 
other believers in prayer and 
hope for a pastor imprisoned for 
his faith.  Beyond the obvious 
concern for him, his family and 
his testimony, I find his situation 
to be a challenge for me in how 
I view my devotion to Christ. This 
is not unique to me; others have 
made the same observation, and 
the apostle Paul did, too: “And 
most of the brothers, having 
become confident in the Lord by 
my imprisonment, are much more 
bold to speak the word without 
fear" (Phil. 1:14).
This is not a platitude or wishful 
thinking; it is grace. This grace 

gives us perspective, encouraging 
us to “press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus"  
(Phil. 3:14). Whether it is the liberty 
to worship and speak God’s 
Word, the joy in not taking into 
account wrongs suffered or the 
freedom from being possessed 
by our possessions, we are called 
to abide in Christ. And sometimes 
our brethren in their sufferings 
strengthen us in this. 
All of this is summed up so well in 
the words of the apostle: “To live is 
Christ.”  Let’s make this our identity 
and passion, confessing what is 
sinfully not Christ, loving the faith 
of Christ, rejoicing always in the 
faithfulness of God that is Christ.
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As I was considering what to write in this month's Deacon’s 
Corner, I realized two things.  First, August has arrived and 
officer elections are right around the corner. And second, 
I won’t be eligible for the first time in several years, since 
I roll off the diaconate this year and will take next year off.
Having realized that, the inevitable time of reflection has 
now set in: what holding that office has meant to me and how it has changed me. So, I 
went to my best friend, the person who knows me best, to write down her thoughts and 
send them to me.
She did just that and this is what she sent me:

“Nothing makes a wife happier than seeing her husband enjoying what he does. 
Since he became a deacon at Lakeside, I have watched my husband grow in so 
many ways. All of them good. Serving has changed him from a normally quiet self to 
a more outgoing, confident man. I’ve seen his faith deepen and his joy in serving the 
church become a driving force in his heart. I’m so proud of him and so blessed that 
the Lord gave him this opportunity to grow and mature as a member of Lakeside.”

She says it a lot better than I, but this has been a life-changing experience for me that has 
helped me to grow as a person, but more importantly, in my Christian walk.
All this is being written to thank God for the opportunity to serve Him and to thank the 
congregation of Lakeside Presbyterian Church for the opportunity to serve them over the 
last five years, as no one has enjoyed their time in office as much as I have.

"As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace."
                                                 1 Peter 4:10  
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1 - jim craig
4 - harriet porter
5 - mark stucky
7 - lori wartes
8 - jager smith
8 - jan steele
9 - wendy eversole
9 - emily anne smith 
11 - patrick bates
11 - darby fields

11 - matthew niemeyer 
11 -  suzane stanton
12 - carlee duhs
12 -janet nalley
16 - levi archer
17 - sharon coker
19 - chris gordon
20 - callie bradshaw
23 - jason brooks 
25 - frances craig

25 - alice leninger
26 - paige deaton  
27 - donna  
        westmoreland
30 - vicky blaha
30 - bobby stucky
31 - terry hollis

Deacon’s 
Corner

JOE 
BEATTY
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  |  10:00 am  
The Gospel Project  |  Ages 2+

CHILDREN’S CHURCH  
8:30 & 11:00 am

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17 
6:00 - 10:00 PM

CHILDREN’S BUILDING
$5.00 PER CHILD

PARENTS’ 
NIGHT OUT

august
BRING...  

Dinner & a Blanket

PARENTS:  
Don’t forget to 
sign up online!

Most of us know the story of Thomas Guest. When his four- 
wheeler flipped, his friend suffered a broken wrist. But Thomas 
had terrible injuries, including a broken back and a severed spinal 
cord. His family and friends and strangers prayed for God to work 
a miracle. Rods and pins and all manner of medical paraphernalia 
were inserted to stabilize his spine and reaffix the shattered 
bones across his body. The early days were desperate as his 
body struggled to function and the number of people praying and 
the petitions increased. Damaged lungs and resulting congestion 
were thwarting his recovery. "Please Lord; let him breathe on 
his own." Soon, that prayer was answered. Many prayers were offered, asking that the Father stop the 
swelling in his spine before he lost all use of both arms. The doctors said it was up to God, for they had 
done all they could. Soon, God showed His mercy, and that prayer was answered as well.  

Thomas’ journey has been one covered with prayer, many of which have been answered. He has learned 
to feed himself, put on a shirt, manipulate a manual wheelchair and perform many of those things we take 
for granted. Again, our good God has chosen to answer our prayers, always in His timing.

Some will see nothing more than a tragedy, and in many ways, there is no other satisfactory human 
description of the pain and suffering Thomas, his family and his friends have endured and will continue 
to endure. But take a moment and count the many blessings that have showered Thomas and his family. 
Besides the above, he was admitted to the Shepherd Center of Atlanta, one of the preeminent spinal 
injury rehabilitation hospitals in the country. An apartment for his parents' use was offered by a stranger 
at no cost, and it was just down the street from the center. A van, equipped for Thomas’s needs became 
available at a modest cost to the Guests. And in addition, members of the Guests' church renovated the 
family home to meet their new reality. All these and more were prayer requests to our gracious Father!

Be assured that the circle of family and friends surrounding Thomas know that the Hand of God is clearly 
visible in all of this. Early in this saga, Thomas expressed his gratitude when he told his dad that "…he 
could feel the prayers…" being offered on his behalf. In a remark about two months after the accident, his 
mother told a friend, "…there is not a single prayer that God has not answered for us." (CONT. ON PG. 4)

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
6:15 pm

Resumes August 15 
Back-to-School Bash

August 8

lakeside  
prayer
ministry

11:30 AM    
Every Monday
Fireside Room 
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CHRIS PHILLIPS 
Director of  

Worship  
Ministries 

Beloved, 

“Still, my soul, be still, And do not fear Though winds of change 
may rage tomorrow.
God is at your side. No longer dread The fires of unexpected 
sorrow.
God, You are my God, And I will trust in You and not be shaken. 
Lord of peace renew a steadfast spirit within me to rest in You 
alone .
Still, my soul be still, Do not be moved By lesser lights and 
fleeting shadows. 
Hold onto His ways With shield of faith Against temptations 
flaming arrows. 
Still, my soul be still, Do not forsake The Truth you learned in the 
beginning. 
Wait upon the Lord, And hope will rise As stars appear when 
day is dimming.”

— WORDS AND MUSIC BY KEITH & KRISTYN GETTY 
    AND STUART TOWNEND

youthministries 
WESTON BLAHA 
Director of Youth  
& Family Ministries

Lakeside Youth had an awesome (and packed) July! Our AREA 56 
crew went to beach camp, high school students had BIG STUF, and 
our youth praise band went on a weekend caving expedition in 
Chattanooga!

It's been a great summer, and fall is quickly approaching. There are 
plenty of opportunities to get involved with our children, youth and 
family ministries, both serving and participating! Reach out to me, 
Kaye Stucky or anyone else on Lakeside staff to get plugged in. 
One small investment can impact for eternity.

One Sunday this July, Angela Jackson blessed the worshippers at the 11 o’clock service 
by singing these beautiful words. I offer them to you now and pray they will encourage 
you, wherever you might be and in all your circumstances:

(CONT.) Such faith! Faith sustains us, and prayer is the path to increasing our faith. The Prayer Ministry 
seeks "to bring the Kingdom and glory to heal the land through persistent intercession for those in need 
of prayer and protection."   

Thomas, like all of us, needs continued prayer. The Prayer Ministry meets every Monday morning in the 
Fireside Room, and you are invited to join it at this time of prayer and intercession.  
        Kevin Jeffreys
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Fall is a busy & exciting 
time of year... 

Stay up to date 
on our website

 & weekly emails!

CIRCLE IIIWEDNESDAY,  AUGUST 15 6:15 PM
LIBRARY

Gather with us August 8 as we 
kick off the new school year!

Inflatables, music & plenty of food

Think you have the best  
BBQ skills? 

Let us be the judges at our  
Back-to-School Bash!

Call the office to enter by  
Monday, August 6.

Sides & desserts provided

Regular Wednesday Nights 
Resume August 15

Family Night Supper at 5:30 PM
Bible Studies For All Ages After

SAVE THE DATE: SEPTEMBER
SEPTEMBER 16 | 11:00 AM Single Service

Phil Joel 

SEPTEMBER 22 | 6:00 PM
SING! with Keith & Kristyn Getty 

 Concert at Christ UMC 
Contact Office for Tickets - They're Free!!! 
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ON MISSION IN THE DELTA

THANK 
YOU!

... to Tricia Carter, Frances Craig & Ray Leninger
for manning the front desk!

... to Sheila King for serving as administrative help every week!

Sponsor or Participate in Delta Streets' Upcoming Golf & Shooting Tournament! 
www.deltastreetsacademy.org or Contact Robin Howard

Confession time—my husband Ray and I have not been very active in 
volunteering for many activities at Lakeside, but when we heard about the 
mission trip to Delta Streets Academy, we did not hesitate. Our history with 
T-Mac goes back over twenty-five years. Ray and T-Mac's father, Tom Howard, 
joined forces to coach their sons in sports for many years.  What fun we all had way back then! 
T-Mac was the youngest on our teams which enabled Tom to coach both of his younger sons, 
Sam and T-Mac.  T-Mac may have been the youngest, but he had the heart and determination 
to play with his older brother and his friends.

Maybe it was this determination and courage that gave T-Mac the vision to create Delta Streets.  
Lakeside was well-represented both Friday and Saturday in Greenwood. The Academy is 
moving into an old car dealership building, so there was much to be done.  Before we started 
to work, T-Mac gave us a tour of the uncompleted building as well as the building across the 
street that he knows they will need in a few years.  

Then he put us to work!  The ladies were assigned two chores:  sweeping out the dealership 
rooms (it was not just sweeping—believe me!) and painting lines in the two parking lots.  We 
even had talented members who created handicapped signs free-handed! The men hung 
foam, tacked up insulation and began getting the grid ready to hang ceiling tiles! They had 
to go up and down ladders many, many times! (Keep in mind that on Friday there was no air 
conditioning, and we were in the Delta!)

On Saturday, those of us who spent the night in Greenwood arrived early (mainly so we could 
leave early) to try to beat the heat. The air conditioning was blowing by Saturday, but most 
everyone was still sweating. A fresh bunch of Lakesiders reinforced us, and later there were 
other volunteers from a construction company, relatives of some of the students and even a 
few students who had graduated.  T-Mac kept saying “I can’t believe ya’ll have done so much,” 
and I kept thinking, look at what you have done for these young men in Greenwood!

What a joy it was to be able to help this young man who had a vision—a vision that began in 
2012 with an after-school and summer program that has evolved into a school for 7-12 grades.  
T-Mac has stated his goal is “to equip the young men who walk through our doors daily with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and the skills needed to lead a life that honors God.” A man of 
action and compassion, T-Mac has positively touched the lives of these fortunate young men 
in the Delta.    
         Marsha Beasley
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